
 

  

 

 
 

 

As we move into June, the 2026 mosquito season is underway across the Chicagoland region. 
Our program focuses on protecting public health by minimizing vector disease risk, 
particularly West Nile Virus (WNV), while proactively managing mosquito populations. 

 

Spring 2026 has been a story of contrasts. April was the 7th wettest on record for the 
Chicagoland area, with precipitation running more than three inches above normal—a 
notable departure from the drought conditions that shaped much of 2025. May then swung in 
the opposite direction, ranking among the driest on record for both Chicago and Rockford. 
While the dry May tempered some of April's surplus, the early-season moisture did create 
expanded breeding habitat for floodwater mosquitoes. With above-normal temperatures 
forecast through summer and WNV already detected in 8 Illinois counties, these are 
conditions worth staying ahead of as the season progresses. 

 

Clarke encourages residents to get ahead of the season by practicing the three "R's" (Reduce, 
Repel, Report) and to report stagnant water locations through the Clarke Portal at 
www.clarkeportal.com/hotline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a very warm and wet April across the Chicagoland region, May brought a sharp reversal. 
National Weather Service data characterizes May 2026 as slightly below normal in 
temperature and much drier. Chicago (O'Hare) recorded just 1.17 inches of precipitation—
3.32 inches below normal and the 10th driest May on record—while Rockford saw only 0.52 
inches, 3.66 inches below normal and its 2nd driest May on record. Temperatures cooled as 
well, with Chicago averaging 60.1°F (0.5° below normal) and Rockford averaging 59.5°F (0.9° 
below normal). 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzgbmuab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dO8Tk6m6OC0sBinaIjD0f87AC7aVYNAj-AgepFS4X-431VgHH4KNH4EzdTIgkP35y-HpxJeQLRXvuGArziGRCcp3kYcDNA8Qh_eyfoCCk104qIlvYDKc09K7X91U35UpeI2HMgXTyn-9jM8pBhamJU5MaHr620X2uxGFQycIji8%3D%26c%3DzUahuos1o6ZVBiAcynL26h0WAsKoBHR8MiGHkbanxBQr4YV1pLomIA%3D%3D%26ch%3D50azfHTld7hXtUU9cHwd5nee5p6P0pDlDgOWgG12jS3P4blf30MF-Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CEKljaich%40plainfieldassessor.com%7C7ab1d762bc944cf3a0df08decb9f8520%7Cd8b562db40644ee3afe4018da2ddf895%7C0%7C0%7C639172083174427755%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xXZ5Vzgtp8Dnjw4fu1YqsUzHZecXYdPMOodctqQ5Ank%3D&reserved=0


Despite May's dry spell, drought conditions remain limited. As of May 26th, only 4.1% of 
Illinois is in drought (D1–D4), confined to the far southern tip of the state. However, 
abnormally dry conditions (D0) have expanded to cover 32.3% of the state, a trend worth 
monitoring as summer progresses. The Chicagoland region remains in reasonable shape 
moisture-wise, buoyed by the substantial rainfall banked in April. 

 

Looking ahead, NOAA's seasonal outlook for June through August calls for equal chances of 
above- or below-normal precipitation across northern Illinois, while temperatures are 
forecast to lean above normal. Even with May's drier pattern, the combination of April's 
surplus moisture and above-normal temperatures on the horizon still sets the stage for an 
active mosquito season. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 



 

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

The exceptionally wet April has created prime conditions for Aedes vexans, the floodwater 
mosquito and key nuisance species in the Chicagoland area. With precipitation running more 
than three inches above normal, significant standing water has accumulated across the 
region, providing ample breeding habitat for multiple broods as temperatures warm through 
May and June. Residents should expect noticeable floodwater mosquito activity in the 
coming weeks, particularly following any additional rainfall events. 

 

Culex pipiens, the primary vector of West Nile Virus, typically becomes more active as the 
season progresses and temperatures consistently warm. Above-normal temperatures 
forecast through the summer months suggest conditions will be favorable for Culex pipiens 
development — making early-season surveillance and larviciding efforts especially important 
for staying ahead of potential WNV transmission later in the season. 

 

Clarke maintains and operates an online Customer Portal that program administrators can 
use to get up-to-date information on their mosquito management program. 

  

 

 
 

  



 

 

  

 

West Nile Virus surveillance is already 
underway for the 2026 season in Illinois. As 
of May 28th, 618 mosquito samples have 
been collected, yielding 30 WNV 
positives—a 4.9% positivity rate across 8 
counties. First detections appeared as 
early as MMWR Week 16 (mid-April), with 
positive counties spanning from the 
Chicagoland area (Boone, DuPage, Cook, 
and Will) to central Illinois (Peoria, Tazewell, 
and Menard) and the Metro East (Madison). 
No human cases have been reported. 

 

At the same point in 2025, 1,116 samples 
had been collected with 38 positives across 
9 counties—a 3.4% positivity rate. While 
fewer samples have been collected so far 
this year, the higher positivity rate suggests 
WNV is circulating efficiently in early-
season mosquito populations. The 2025 
season ultimately produced 150 human 
cases statewide. 

 

 

 

 

 

These early signals, combined with April's expanded breeding habitat and above-normal 
temperatures forecast through summer, point to conditions that could accelerate mosquito 
development and compress the timeline to peak Culex pipiens activity. Warmer temperatures 
also shorten the extrinsic incubation period of WNV, meaning the virus can be transmitted 
more quickly once mosquitoes are exposed. 

 

Since its emergence in 1999, West Nile Virus has resulted in 58,682 human cases across the 
United States, including over 2,700 fatalities. Given its established presence in bird and 
mosquito populations throughout Illinois, WNV remains a significant annual public health 



concern. A county is considered WNV-positive when any bird, mosquito, human, horse, or 
other mammal tests positive, and Clarke will report on surveillance results as the season 
progresses. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

With West Nile Virus already detected in 8 Illinois counties and a positivity rate outpacing last 
year's pace, early prevention is especially critical this season. April's record rainfall created 
abundant breeding habitat, and while May was significantly drier, above-normal temperatures 
forecast through summer could accelerate mosquito development. Getting ahead of 
mosquito populations now—before activity peaks later in the season—is the most effective 
way to reduce community risk. 

 

IDPH and Clarke urge the public to continue to Fight the Bite by practicing the three "R's" – 
reduce, repel, and report: 

 

• REDUCE - Ensure doors and windows have tight-fitting screens. Repair or replace 
screens with tears or openings, and keep doors and windows shut when possible. 
Eliminate or refresh weekly all sources of standing water where mosquitoes breed, 
including bird baths, ponds, flowerpots, wading pools, old tires, and any other 
containers. 



 

• REPEL - When outdoors, wear shoes and socks, long pants, and a light-colored, long-
sleeved shirt. Apply an EPA-registered insect repellent containing DEET, picaridin, oil 
of lemon eucalyptus, IR 3535, para-menthane-diol (PMD), or 2-undecanone according 
to label instructions. Consult a physician before using repellents on infants. 

 

• REPORT - Report locations where water sits stagnant for more than a week, such as 
roadside ditches, flooded yards, and similar mosquito-producing sites. Residents can 
report these through the Clarke Portal at www.clarkeportal.com/hotline.  

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftvzgbmuab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dO8Tk6m6OC0sBinaIjD0f87AC7aVYNAj-AgepFS4X-431VgHH4KNH4EzdTIgkP35y-HpxJeQLRXvuGArziGRCcp3kYcDNA8Qh_eyfoCCk104qIlvYDKc09K7X91U35UpeI2HMgXTyn-9jM8pBhamJU5MaHr620X25D93q37Ld-s%3D%26c%3DzUahuos1o6ZVBiAcynL26h0WAsKoBHR8MiGHkbanxBQr4YV1pLomIA%3D%3D%26ch%3D50azfHTld7hXtUU9cHwd5nee5p6P0pDlDgOWgG12jS3P4blf30MF-Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CEKljaich%40plainfieldassessor.com%7C7ab1d762bc944cf3a0df08decb9f8520%7Cd8b562db40644ee3afe4018da2ddf895%7C0%7C0%7C639172083174474843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jUO08YtIWFLtzNqQMVFtU67LqwVoKC1gYxwXofGi5UY%3D&reserved=0

