Plainfield Township Board of Trustees Minutes from September 08, 2010

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
WILL COUNTY ) S.S. Approved Minutes
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD )

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of the Town Clerk at 6:00 p.m. on September 8, 2010.
PRESENT:

John Argoudelis Supervisor

Ken McCafferty Town Trustee

Tony Fremarek Town Trustee

Steve Cammack Town Trustee

Chuck Willard Town Trustee

OTHER ELECTED OFFICIALS PRESENT:

Anita Gerardy Town Clerk

Matthew Starr Tax Collector
ELECTED OFFICIALS ABSENT:

Erin Kljaich Assessor

Sam Reichert Highway Commissioner
OTHERS PRESENT:

Andi French Administrator

Mary Domanus Highway Administrator

John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Anita Gerardy as Clerk, the following official business was transacted:

l. Meeting September 8, 2010 was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

1. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer
Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.

II. Roll Call for Quorum: Ken McCafferty —Present, Chuck Willard —Present, Steve Cammack —Present,
Tony Fremarek-Present, John Argoudelis —Present.

IV.  Approval of Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by
Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken. Motion carries.

V.  Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes from August 11, 2010, with an amendment,
was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Steve Cammack. Voice vote taken. Motion carries.

V1. Supervisor’s Report:
A. “Seed to Table” Garden Program: Rachael Rayas, member of the 4-H Club in Joliet, presented a
proposal for a program for grade school children grades 3 thru 5 to learn about gardening, cooking and
preserving the harvested food. She has requested two garden plots from the Township gardens be
donated for this program. Ms. Rayas stated she will maintain the plots, weed and amend the soil and has
asked for the help of Master Gardeners from the University of Illinois Extension Master Gardener
program and also from Mr. Matthew Starr, Plainfield Township Youth Director. Mary Domanus and
Anita Gerardy volunteered to assist her with this project as well. The board suggested the Township
invest in a good rotor tiller. Mr. Argoudelis will assist Mr. Starr in the purchasing of the rotor tiller.
Funding will come from the Garden Plot (# 26) and Youth Services (# 42).
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B. Newsletter: Ms. French presented three quotes for printing, folding and distributing the newsletter.
A motion was made by Tony Fremarek to accept the bid from Presstech for $6,902.00. The Township
will partner with the Park District literature and have the materials hand delivered to each township
home or mailed if an area isn’t covered, seconded by Chuck Willard. Roll call taken: Tony Fremarek,
Aye-, Ken McCafferty-Aye, Steve Cammack-Aye, Chuck Willard-Aye, John Argoudelis-Aye. Motion
carries.

C. Annual Audit: Ms. French advised the board that she has received the draft from the accountant and
after the board reviews it, if they have questions they can contact her or the accountant directly. The
final audit is expected for the October meeting.

D. Sandbagging: Mr. Willard advised the board he will have specific information on the details of his
meeting with Sam Reichert, Highway Commissioner, regarding the purchase of a sandbagging machine
at the October meeting.

E. Food Pantry: Mr. Argoudelis reported the Food Pantry board has declined our request to stagger the
distribution times. The request is due to the increased number of people now needing assistance. When
the Township parking lot is full, a volunteer is on Lockport Street directing cars to park in the Four
Season’s Parking lot and then redirecting them to cross Lockport Street to park in the Township parking
lot. Staggering distribution times would hopefully alleviate the need to cross over Lockport Street and
danger of having someone direct traffic. Mr. Argoudelis stated he will plan to attend a future Food
Pantry Board meeting advising them the changes that were presented to them must be made for the
safety of residents. Their refusal to change the procedure is unacceptable to the board.

VIl . Public Comments:
Flooding Issues: Ms. Judi Medveskas and Ms. Colleen Stueckrad, both residents of Plainfield Township
thanked the board for addressing the issue of the Renwick Bridge and how it will impact their
properties. They said having the stakes put in place gave the residents some idea of how this will affect
their property. Both residents stated they are still concerned with the flooding issue that they
continually live with. Ms. Medveskas stated she now has ground water sitting in her yard. She stated
there is so much water under her house, her tile is now cracking and buckling and her doors do not close.
She stated Ms. Stueckrad would have flooded again had the sandbags not been in place. Ms. Medveskas
stated the water that sits in her yard and under her house becomes stagnate and begins to smell. The
Township had to pump out the Fullington house and she stated the water was so rancid that she had to
pour bleach in the standing water to get rid of the smell that seeped into her house.Ms. Stueckrad and
Ms. Medveskas asked Mr. Argoudelis who they could contact for help with their problem. He suggested
they contact Tom Cross’s office who has in the past, assisted residents who are in the flood zone with
the purchase of their properties. Ms. Medveskas stated she has not received a letter from Sam Reichert,
Highway Commissioner, stating if her fence is taken down, it will be rebuilt. Ms. Domanus will consult
with Mr. Reichert regarding a letter of intent. Ms. Medveskas also inquired as to when the houses will
be taken down. Ms. Domanus stated she has not heard when this will happen. Ms. Domanus stated there
are still a few properties that have to be secured before a determination is made regarding taking down
the houses. The residents would like to get some notification as to when the demolition will begin.
Mr. Argoudelis stated he had the Army Corps. of Engineers here Friday, September 3™ and again they
stated nothing can be done at this time. He will contact them again and ask if there is some solution that
can help the residents in the flood area until a comprehensive study of the river can be done. Mr.
Argoudelis advised the board of an issue in the Township, north of Ewing Drive where the community
was built with an open creek behind the houses. Over the years people have dumped things in the creek,
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small trees are growing, soil from the yards is being eroded and some of the septic fields are draining
into the creek. Mr. Argoudelis advised the board he called a meeting with the residents, Sam Reichert,
Highway Commissioner, Village and County officials. He requested the Village officials attend the
meeting because the Village tied into the creek. The village stated it does not have a large contribution
into the creek. The county is pricing out all options to correct this problem from digging out the entire
creek to lining it with three inch rock so it doesn’t erode. The culvert at the south end of Ewing is
blocked and according to the residents feels that the culvert is not pitched correctly and needs to be
replaced. This is part of the solution to the problem; however, there are a host of problems when
digging out the creek, one of which is you have to be 25 feet from the septic field which is an EPA issue.
This is a private creek and would usually be handled by the homeowners association. The first step in
trying to correct this problem is to replace the existing culvert under Ewing Drive. Mr. Argoudelis will
continue to work with the Township Highway Commissioner, the village and the county.

Ms. Domanus advised the board of a request she received from Sharon Bochart regarding the Meals on
Wheels project for the residents of Plainfield Township. She stated the meals were delivered to the
highway department and stored in their freezer. They would drop off a week supply of food for each
resident. Volunteers from the community would deliver the food to Township residents. At this time,
there is no program for meals of wheels to the residents of Plainfield Township. Ms. Bochart advised
Ms. Domanus of a generous gift given to the program and she would like to once again provide meals to
homebound residents of the Township. This program will provide hot meals and must be delivered
daily out of Cedar Lake Village at 11:00. She is in need of volunteers to help deliver food. Mr.
Argoudelis asked Ms. Domanus to forward the information to Monika McMillen or Andi French to put
on the Township Website.

Mr. Argoudelis advised the board Ms. McMillen’s surgery went well and she is back to work part
time. He stated the problem is she is experiencing is sitting for any length of time. Mr. Fremarek
suggested the Township purchase a set of head phones so she can walk around and still be able to
answer the phones. Ms. French will look into this.

VIII. Reports
A. Building Issues: No Issues
B. Community Garden Plots: No Report

C. Disabilities Committee: Mr. Cammack reminded the board The Disabilities picnic will be held on
September 12™ at the Village Green from 12:00 - 4:00.

D. Emergency Management: No Report
E. Flooding No Further Report
F. Food Pantry: No Further Report

VIII. Elected Officials Report:
A. Assessor’s Office: Written Report

B. Clerk: Ms. Gerardy advised the board of an e-mail message she received from a resident of Plainfield
Township asking about the current elected officials and when their term is up. She asked if it could be
put on the website. Mr. Fremarek stated he will put that information on the website.
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C. Highway Commissioner: No Report
D. Senior Coordinator: Written Report
Mr. Argoudelis suggested Ms. French invite Kathy Whalen to the October meeting.
E. Senior Shuttle Bus: Written Report
F. Tax Collector: Written Report
G. Trustee Reports:
Mr. McCafferty No Report
Mr. Willard No Report
Mr. Fremarek No Report
Mr. Cammack No Report
H. Youth: Written Report

EXPO: Mr. Starr advised the board of an amendment to his written report. Mr. Starr met with First
Midwest Bank and discussed what they can provide for students looking at long term planning. He
invited Tim Stetenfeld to do a presentation of his financial program. Mr. McCafferty stated if Mr.
Stetenfeld is allowed to be a presenter of his financial program other financial advisors should be
invited. Mr. Starr stated he would not have time available for all advisors to do a presentation. Mr.
Argoudelis suggested Mr. Starr contact Mr.Stetenfeld and other local financial advisors offering them
access to a table to present their brochures and information to students and their parents. Due to time
restraints, he will not have a presenter.

IX. Approval of Bills:

XI.

General Town Fund: Mr. Argoudelis addressed line item #35, Admin. Services which isused to
cover payroll for temporary help. Mr. McCafferty made a motion to move $1,000.00 from line item
26 Garden Plots to line item #35.

A motion to approve the General Town Fund in the amount of $59,654.04 was made by Ken
McCafferty, seconded by Steve Cammack. Roll call taken: Tony Fremarek— Aye, Steve Cammack-
Aye, Ken McCafferty-Aye, Chuck Willard-Aye, John Argoudelis-Aye. Motion carries.

Road and Bridge: A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund in the amount of $56,615.09 was
made by Steve Cammack, seconded by Chuck Willard. Roll call taken: Tony Fremarek-Aye, Steve
Cammack-Aye, Ken McCafferty-Aye, Chuck Willard-Aye, John Argoudelis-Aye. Motion carries.

Announcements: None

XI1. Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the General Board Meeting was made by Tony Fremarek,

seconded by Steve Cammack. Voice vote taken. Motion carries. General Township meeting adjourned
at 7:40 p.m.

Anita Gerardy Town Clerk
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Residents in attendance:

Colleen Stueckrad 15820 S. River Road, Plainfield IL

Judi Medveskas 15512 S. River Road, Plainfield IL
Rachael Rayas 23905 W. Lockport Street, Plainfield IL
Heidi Rayas 23905 W. Lockport Street, Plainfield 1L
Linda Meeker 5439 Main Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515



