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STATE OF ILLINOIS  )      
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S.  Approved Minutes 
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:05 p.m. on September 10, 2008 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor    
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee    
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
Kim Sandstrom        Town Trustee 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Sam Reichert         Highway Commissioner 
Richard Martin        Assessor      
Anita Gerardy         Clerk            
Steve Cammack        Tax Collector 
         
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Andi French         Administrator 
Monika McMillen        Administrative Assistant 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Anita Gerardy acting as clerk, the following official business was 
transacted: 
 
I. Meeting September 10, 2008 was called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Argoudelis –Present, Paul Pesavento –Present, Chuck Willard -
Absent, Ken McCafferty –Present, Kim Sandstrom- Absent. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Ken McCafferty seconded by Chuck Willard with 
an addition of an Executive Session at the end of the Elected Officials Reports.  Voice vo te taken. 
Motion carries.  

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meeting August 10, 2008 was made by Ken McCafferty, 

seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Voice vote taken. Motion carries. 
     
VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT   
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A.  RWK, Jeff Reiter:  Discussion was held regarding the Plainfield Township website.  Trustee 
McCafferty stated that he is not in favor of the changes made (on paper) by RWK and would like to 
open the bid to other companies.  He would like to see a visual contrast between our present website 
and a new concept.  Mr. McCafferty, at this point, would like to see the current web site left as it is.  
Trustee Willard agreed that he has not seen an improvement in the new proposal and suggested that 
the site be left as is.  Monika McMillen will obtain three more bids and present them to the board at 
a later meeting.  Mr. Argoudelis stated RWK has some tools that will allow the Youth to self edit 
their web site.   
 

B.   Renwick Bridge (out of order): Mr. Reichert updated the residents and the board on the progress 
of the Renwick Bridge. Since the residents had attended a meeting with him in July  Mr. Reichert 
advised them that county board member, Lee Goodson has started a campaign asking the county to 
withdraw or hold their money back, putting pressure on the original alignment that is suppose to put 
in at this time.  Ms. Goodson was instrumental in approving the county plan on Caton Farm Road 
with increased lane usage from two to four lanes with a turning lane.  This is one mile down from 
the proposed location of the Renwick Road Bridge.  This will result in a five lane crossing at grade, 
same train and same scenario as is proposed for the RR Bridge.  He stated that in the last few days, 
it has come to his attention that the Village has a small parcel of land on the West side of the tracks.  
He stated that he sent the Village a letter requesting their intention on the acquisition of the 
property.  The response from the Village stated that if the Highway Department changed the 
original design for the bridge they would not consider this parcel of land available.  There are other 
options open to the Township.  Mr. Reichert will investigate routing the bridge without the parcel of 
land owned by the Village.  Mr. Reichert stressed the point that if the money is not used for the 
bridge, the money will be returned to the federal government.  If the Village requests money from 
the Federal Government at a later date to build a bridge, they will be put on a list and could wait for 
several years before money is released.  Peter Holmen, resident, stated that he lives near the bridge, 
understood the road was dedicated to the extension of Van Dyke Road.  Joe Sieracki, resident, 
asked if there is a written agreement giving the parcel of land to the Township for this purpose.  Mr. 
Argoudelis stated that his thought is that the village has pulled its funding and the availability of the 
parcel of land, due to the Township not abiding by the original proposal of an above grade bridge.  
Mr. Sieracki stated that whether it was proposed as at grade level or not, the land was to be used for 
this purpose.   He asked if this agreement was obtained in writing.  At this time, there is no 
documentation that this proposal was in writing.  Mr. Reichert stated that the original reason the 
bridge was to be above grade level was because the federal funds were at 80% and the ICC at 20%. 
The ICC stated that they wanted a grade separated crossing.  There was no cost to the tax payers.  
Mr. Reichert stated that when he was appointed Highway Commissioner, he went to the ICC 
regarding the building of the bridge.  He stated that he was told that they, the ICC, were broke and 
did not even have the Township in a 20 year plan.   Mr. Reichert was advised that the Township 
would have to build the bridge without ICC funding.   Mr. Reichert stated that the only information 
he was able to secure from the ICC was from their grade protection crossing fund, which was 95% 
of the cost of a high tech crossing.  The crossing was to drop down blocking the road and the 
pedestrian cross walk.  Ms. Domanus, resident, stated that originally the bridge was at grade.  When 
the ICC came aboard and had the money, it was passed at state level to get as many grades 
eliminated as possible.  The touch point level has always been west of the river, on land divided 
between the Village and the Park District.  The Village has stated that unless the bridge is built at 
above grade they will not give the parcel of land to the Township.   Mr. Reichert stated that building 
the bridge at ground level would save the Township approximately $3 million dollars on the 
project.  Joe Kordik, resident, inquired what the cost would be to build the bridge at grade level.  
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Mr. Reichert stated between $3 million and $12 million dollars of which the federal government 
portion is 80%.  It will save $3 million to build at grade.  Mr. Reichert advised the group that if the 
federal money is not used, it goes back to Washington.  At this point, the village is not giving the 
Township the parcel of land that is needed in order to build the bridge.  Mr. Argoudelis stated the 
Lee Goodson, county board member, advised him that she will approach the county board and ask 
that they follow the Village and withdraw their 10%.  That would be about $9 hundred grand based 
upon the $9 million dollar price tag.  Mr. Reichert stated that he will have FT state money for 2008 
and 2009 and will be able to borrow on the 2010 money.  Mr. Argoudelis asked whether or not the 
engineering for the at grade bridge is completed.  Mr. Reichert stated he is waiting to hear from 
IDOT.  They, IDOT, requested copies of letters written by the residents stating that they favor an at 
grade bridge.  Mr. Jack Goeken, resident, asked Mr. Reichert his recommendation.  Mr. Reichert 
stated that he has been fighting for the residents to build a grade level bridge.  He advised them that 
he will keep them informed as to whether or not a change has to be made.  Mr. Reichert stated that 
he would like to keep the aesthetics of the bridge.  The old original bridge is the last one standing 
and he wants to preserve it for as long a possible.  Mr. Reichert stated that the state will be out for a 
total inspection and it’s rated for tons and drops below that, the bridge will be closed forever.  Mr. 
Sieracki, resident, stated that he does not think that going back to the old bridge alignment is out of 
the question.  He stated that originally this road was to be the extension of Route 7.  He also 
questioned the motive for going to the county board and asking them to withdraw their 10% of the 
money needed to build the bridge.  Mr. Argoudelis stated he was not comfortable speaking for other 
people, but he understood that the county will support the Village in building an above grade 
bridge.  Mr. Holmen inquired as to the reason the Village is insistent on an above grade bridge.  Mr. 
Argoudelis stated that it is his understanding that they feel that we don’t have enough separated 
grade crossing, and articulated safety and with the CNN makes it a big issue.  Mr. Holmen stated 
that they are putting in Caton Farm and have completed Drauden Road.  Route 30 is a main 
highway and is at grade crossing going over the same track.  Mr. Argoudelis inquired as to whether 
all the residents were in favor of an at grade bridge, and all stated yes.  Mr. Holmen inquired when 
the park district deeded over the parcel of land to the village.  Mr. Reichert stated that in 2004, 14 
years after this project was started, the park district deeded some of the property over to the Village 
of Plainfield.  Mr. Reichert stated that for 14 years, the bridge was in alignment, and now it’s out of 
alignment.  Mr. Sieracki, resident, stated that if the recommendation is to withhold funding from the 
county, it will come to a point where no bridge will be built, and this will create tremendous traffic 
for all concerned.  Mr. Sieracki inquired as to whether or not the village understands that unless the 
bridge is built, the 80% of the cost of the bridge goes back to Washington.  He stated that if the 
back road extension goes into Spring Bank, it can only go a quarter mile unless it has an 
intersection with Drauden Road or it has it has to re cross the railroad tracks.  Mr. Pete Holmen 
asked Mr. Reichert if he has an alternative plan and or a route.  Mr. Reichert stated that he just 
began working on this today.  Mr. Holmen asked if there was a deadline on government money that 
has been allocated to Plainfield for the bridge.  Mr. Reichert stated there was not a deadline, but the 
money is only allocated for the replacement of the Renwick Road/Spring Bank Bridge.  Mr. 
Holmen requested clarification regarding crossing west bound on the new Renwick Road Bridge, 
does it drop off on Village or Township property.  Mr. Reichert stated it will be half village and half 
park district.  Mary Domanus stated that the highway department has received many letters not only 
from the residents residing near the Renwick Road/Spring Bank Bridge.  The highway department 
received one letter from a 94 year old resident of Plainfield, in which she stated that she was happy 
that she will not be around to witness what is going on with Plainfield.  Mr. Holmen inquired as to 
when the Township Highway Department received notification that they were with holding the 
parcel of land that would be needed for the bridge.  Mr. Reichert stated that he receive the 
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notification a week ago.  Mr. Argoudelis asked whether or not Mr. Reichert would provide the 
board and the residents with a copy of the letter.  Mr. Reichert provided each person with a copy.  
Mr. Argoudelis stated that both sides of the issue have legitimate reasons for an above or grade 
level bridge.  Some of the early arguments that were made were for safety reasons for getting 
emergency vehicles across town.  If the bridge was at grade separated level, the fire and police 
department would be able to negotiate around the village/town knowing that they would not be 
stopped by a train.  Mr. Reichert has made legitimate reasons from keeping the esthetics of and not 
jarring the beauty of the new proposed Renwick Road/Spring Bank Bridge.  Mr. Reichert read from 
the minutes of the Fire Department’s August meeting with the Chief of Police and the Fire 
Department Chief.  In the minutes it is stated that the county board trustees will remain neutral on a 
decision whether or not the proposed bridge should be grade level or above grade level.  Mr. 
Reichert stated Hutchinson Engineering Company that we are using for the Renwick Road/Spring 
Bank Bridge is the same company that the county is using for the Caton Farm Road.  The Caton 
Farm Road is now a five lane road at grade crossing.  Mr. Holmen stated that he attended a meeting 
with the board and asked why the bridge could not have an intersection with in 200 yards from a 
rail road crossing.  He was told that in order to continue with the Van Dyke Road extension, the 
bridge had to be above grade level.  Mr. Holmen expressed concern about the Spring Bank water 
park that was built less than 200 yards from the rail road crossing and it is grade level.   

 
C. Township Salaries: A work shop to discuss Township Salaries was set for October 8, 2008 at 5:00 

p.m.  Mr. Reichert stated he will not be available for the October 8th meeting.  He will present his 
suggestion to Mr. Argoudelis before the next meeting, October 8, 2008. 

D. Levy Workshop:  A work shop to discuss the Township Levy for 2009 was set for October 8, 2008 
at 5:00 p.m. 

E. Annual Treasure’s Audit: Andi French presented the board with draft of the Annual Audit for 
fiscal year ending March 31, 2008.  The report must be filed with the County before the end of 
September, 2008. 
 

F. PACC Map: Ms. French presented a quote from Village Profile Community Maps.  The Township 
has placed an ad in the past measuring W. 3 1/2 X H. 3 1/2 If the ad is place before October 31, 
2008 the cost will be $1,000.00, any time after October 31st the cost is $1,050.00.  A suggestion was 
made to include the names of elected officials and information regarding the Senior Bus, recycling 
service , voter registration and passport administration.  A motion was made by Chuck Willard to 
place an ad at the cost of $1,000.00 with changes and approval of final copy by the Supervisors 
office, seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call taken: Paul Pesavento –Aye, Ken McCafferty –Aye, 
John Argoudelis –Aye.  Motion carries. 

 
 VII.      Reports: 

 
 Building Issues: 

A. Sam Reichert advised the board that the hole for the flag pole has been dug.   
 Ms. McMillen: submitted a written report regarding the recycling program, exterior painting, 

installation of the flag pole and the Village of Pla infield quarterly newsletter.  Ms. McMillen asked 
the board for directions regarding use and placement of the recycle sign furnished by Will County 
Land Use.  Ms. McMillen has requested the possibility of obtaining another recycle sign from the 
Will County Land Use department.  To date they have not responded to her request.  A suggestion 
was made by Sam Reichert to adjust the current sign and have Plainfield Signs make it a two sided 
sign.  Ms. McMillen stated that Plainfield Sign will make a new sign that will match the building 
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signs, and cost would be $400.00.     Ms. McMillen provided the board with three quotes for exterior 
painting.  Ms. McMillen advised the board the Village of Plainfield Quarterly Newsletter comes out 
four times a year.  The Township may contribute to the newsletter at no charge depending on 
available space.  A suggestion was made to submit a notice regarding the Township recycle program 
and the Senior Bus services. 

  
B. Disabilities: Mr. Pesavento stated the 7th annual persons with disabilities picnic went well.  It 

attracted a smaller crowd of adults, but included more children with disabilities.  He is also updating 
the disabilities manual. 

 
C. Emergency Management Coordinator:  Mr. Willard explained to the board that while on vacation. 

he witness the tracking of a hurricane first hand. 
 
D. Food Pantry:  Approximately 108 people were served food last week. 
 
E.  Community Garden Plots: Mr. McCafferty stated the community gardens will close at the end of 

October.     
  

F. Plainfield Presents:  Mr. McCafferty is working on the 2009 winter schedule.  
 

G. Senior Coordinator:  A written report was presented to the board.   
 

H. Senior Shuttle Bus: Monika McMillen submitted a written report.   Mr. Argoudelis stated that the 
Senior Shuttle Bus will be in the parade, September 27.  A car will be available for any official 
wishing to ride in the parade.  The theme this year is “Underconstruction with Changings in 
Latitude and Attitude.”  

 
 
I. Youth Committee: Since school started it has been difficult to get the committee together.  Mr. 

Argoudelis stated that at least one more meeting with full attendance is necessary to implement the 
web page and other issues that were discussed.  Mr. Argoudelis is trying to meet with the full 
committee in the next week or two to finalize the web page. 

 
VIII. Elected Officials Report: 

A. Assessor:   Mr. Martin advised the board that the assessor’s web page up and running. 
 
B. Clerk: Mrs. Gerardy requested permission to attend a three day seminar in Springfield.  Permission 
was granted.  The seminar is open to all elected officials and if anyone is interested in attending, they 
should let Andi French know as soon as possible. 

 
C. Trustee Reports:   
 Ken McCafferty      No Report 
 Paul Pesavento      No Report 
 Chuck Willard       No Report 
D. Highway Commissioner:  Mr. Reichert presented the board with a written report. 
 
E. Tax Collector: Steve Cammack suggested posting the recycling program on the marquee when    

 there is space available. 
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IX. Approval of Bills: 
 Total General Town Fund: A motion to approve General Town Fund for $96,754.56 was made by 

Paul Pesavento, seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call taken: Paul Pesavento –Aye, Ken McCafferty-
Aye, John Argoudelis –Aye.  Motion carries. 

  
Total Road and Bridge: A motion to approve the Total Road and Bridge in the amount of $81,263.23 
was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call taken: Paul Pesavento –Aye, Ken 
McCafferty –Aye, John Argoudelis –Aye.  Motion carries. 

 
Total County Joint Bridge: A motion to approve the Total County Joint Bridge in the amount of 
$25,822.45 by Paul Pesavento, seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call taken:  Paul Pesavento –Aye, 
Ken McCafferty –Aye, John Argoudelis Aye.  Motion carries. 

 
 X. Public Comments:       None    

         
            XI.   Announcements:   
            

 XII. Adjournment:  A motion to come out of the General Board Meeting was made at 8:08 p.m. by Ken 
McCafferty, seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Voice Vote taken, Motion carries.  A motion to go into 
Executive session at 8:10 p.m. was made by John Argoudelis. Voice Vote taken, Motion carries.  
Present are: John Argoudelis, Ken McCafferty, Paul Pesavento, Sam Reichert, and Anita Gerardy.    

 A motion to go back into the General Board Meeting at 8:20 p.m. was made by Paul Pesavento, 
seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice Vote taken.  Motion carries.  Present are Mr. McCafferty, Mr. 
Pesavento, Mr. Argoudelis, Mr. Reichert and Ms. Gerardy.   Mr. Argoudelis presented an update on 
the Murphy litigation.  Mr. Argoudelis advised the board he received notice that a lawsuite would be 
filed.  He advised the board that he responded to their letter advising them that the Township would 
meet with them to discuss the situation; however, he feels their issue is with the Village and not the 
Township.  Mr. Argoudelis stated that he did not receive a response.  Mr. Reichert stated that the 
water problem on the Murphy property has been ongoing since she purchased the home from her 
sister and brother in law, Perry Brown (a plumber).  The Perry’s experienced this problem when they 
owned the home and property. 

 A motion to adjourn the General Board Meeting at 8:30 p.m was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded 
by Paul Pesavento.  Voice vote taken. Motion carries. 

 
 
 
___________________________________    
Anita Gerardy  Town Clerk  
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List of River Road Drive and Renwick Road Neighborhood attendees at the September 10, 2008 meeting 
Joe Sieracki, 24860 Renwick       Resident 
James Frey, 24823 W. Renwick Road     Resident 
Darlene Frink, 15828 S. River Road      Resident 
Joe Frink, 15828 S. River Road      Resident 
James McLachlan, 15833 S. River Road     Resident 
Pete Holren, 15827 W. Renwick Road     Resident 
John D. Goeken, 24835 W. Renwick Road     Resident 
Mona Lisa Goeken, 24835 W. Renwick Road    Resident 
Joe Kordik, 1923 Mystic Drive      Resident 
Mary Domanus 24927 W. Renwick Road     Resident 


