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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved August 8, 2007 
 TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on July 11, 2007. 
 
PRESENT: 
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
 
ABSENT: 
Kim Sandstrom        Town Trustee 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee  
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
Richard Martin        Assessor 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Rosemary Pruss acting as clerk.  The following official business 
was transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of July 11, 2007 was called to order at 6:12 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Argoudelis – Present,  Paul Pesavento –Present, Chuck Willard – 
Absent,  Ken McCafferty – Present,  Kim Sandstrom - Absent. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  
 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Paul Pesavento. 
Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meeting 
 

A motion to approve the minutes from the  June 6, 2007 special board meeting – budget 
hearing, was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Paul Pesavento. Voice vote taken.  Motion 
carries.  

 
A motion to approve the minutes from the  June 13, 2007 regular board meeting was made 
by Paul Pesavento, seconded by Ken McCafferty. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.  
 

VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT –  
 



Plainfield Township Board of Trustees Minutes from July 11, 2007 

2 

A. Triangle Heating – Heating and Cooling Maintenance Agreement  
 

Account Manager Beth from Triangle Environmental, Inc. explained the costs and services 
offered in their maintenance proposal. The services would include four service calls per year, two 
heating inspections and two cooling inspections.  Heat exchangers would be checked for cracks 
and blockages which is the biggest safety risk.  Other parts checked include motor, ignition 
control, bearings, electrical, belts and pulleys.  For the cooling system, the pressure, refrigeration 
levels, coils, condenser, blower damper, belts and pulleys are checked and coils are chemically 
washed.  Once a year, all belts are replaced.  Filters are replaced during each of these scheduled 
maintenance visits.  The infrared heaters would be inspected twice a year, while the rooftop units 
would be inspected four times a year. 
 
The board asked several questions.  Beth advised that they have many service locations, one of 
which is located at Route 59 and 119th St.  Technicians would be dispatched locally.  The 
company services Northern Illinois and Indiana and Southern Wisconsin.  Some of the larger 
companies that use their services include Bennigans and Caterpillar.  The annual agreement locks 
in pricing for one year.   A 25% discount applies to repair parts as needed.  It was noted that the 
township’s system is not very old and some repairs, if necessary, may fall under the warranty.  
Beth advised that her company is authorized to do warranty work for Carrier, which the system 
installed in the new township building.  
 
A motion to authorize an expenditure of $2,208.12 for an annual Heating & Cooling 
maintenance agreement to be awarded to Triangle Environmental, Inc., was made by Ken 
McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul 
Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
B. Annual Membership – Plainfield Area Chamber of Commerce 
 

It was decided by the board that the township should continue this membership. 
 
A motion to authorize an expenditure of $210.00 for continued annual membership in the 
Plainfield Area Chamber of Commerce was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Paul 
Pesavento.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis 
- Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
C. Reevaluation of the $500.00 cap on donations 

 
It was decided to table this item until the next board meeting in order to allow the trustee 
committee to finalize a proposed policy. 
 
A motion to table the proposed reevaluation of the current $500.00 cap on donations was 
made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Voice vote taken.  Motion Carries. 

 
D. Reevaluation of Travel Expense Policy  

 
Supervisor Argoudelis reported that the statute previously cited by Assessor Martin does not apply 
to changing reimbursement expense policy.  Another Illinois statute clearly states that the 
reimbursement policy for employee expenses is set by the township board.  It was the consensus 
of the board to continue the township’s long-standing policy of requiring receipts for all expense 
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reimbursements.  No change to a per diem policy will be instituted.  Assessor Rick Martin has 
been advised. 

 
E. Township Building Issues 

 
Representatives from the Food Pantry would like the township to consider allowing them to place 
a shed on the property for additional storage.  The shed would be constructed at their own 
expense.  They were asked to come to the August meeting with details of the size, material, look 
of the proposed building and they agreed. 

 
a. Ground Maintenance, Watering, weeding and trimming 

 
Discussion included the fact that the township flower beds are in a deplorable 
condition.  After being planted by volunteers with perennials on Earth Day, weeds have 
taken over all of the areas.  Rosemary Pruss advised that after an inventory, she found 
that about ¾ of the plants are still alive with established root systems.  The lack of rain 
for weeks after the installation of the plants inhibited their growth.  However, they will 
be fine for next year if they are not disturbed and proper weeding and maintenance is 
performed. 
 
Several bids have been received and one company provided samples of the types of 
mulch offered.  None of the landscapers would do the weeding and mulching work 
unless they provided the mulch.   The bids were discussed and scrutinized. 

 
A motion to award a one time weeding and application of pre -emergent and #103 
premium mulch on all township administration building flower beds to D&M 
Landscaping in the amount of $7,599.00 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded 
by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.   Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – 
Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

b. Extra tank for heating fuel – Rather than purchasing a second fuel tank for the fuel 
used by the shuttle bus, it was suggested that the existing tank could be set up with 
cards that kept all of the billing separate from the highway department.  Andi French 
will discuss this with Sam Reichert to see if this is an acceptable alternative.  

 
c. Heating/Cooling Maintenance Agreement – see item A. 

 
VII. REPORTS 
 

A. Senior Coordinator –      Written Report 
 

Kathy Whalen reported that she is working on a senior newsletter which will include August and 
September events.  Upcoming events include a July potluck, a trip to Princeton on July 26th, a 
Hypnosis and Weight Loss program sponsored by Provena Medical Center on August 2nd, a 
Wisconsin State Fair Trip on August 8th and a Rules of the Road program on August 22nd. 
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B. Disabilities –   

 
Paul Pesavento reported that the disabilities picnic has been scheduled.   He also reported that the 
day camp that was being held at the township building has been discontinued at this location 
because one of the parents complained about the need to cross Lockport Road to get to Four 
Seasons Park.  The camp participants presented the township with a thank you card.  The camp 
has relocated to the Plainfield Congregational Church, UCC on Route 59. 

 
Mr. Pesavento is pursuing a program for “special needs trust funds” and has enlisted the assistance 
of local attorney Chet June. 
  

C. Emergency Management Coordinator -       No report    
 

D. “Plainfield Township Presents” 
 

Ken McCafferty reported that an Alzheimer’s care program will begin August 1st, 2007.  The 
program is mainly aimed at the caregiver, is free and will be held every other Wednesday for four 
sessions.  Duration will be one hour and the programs begin at 6 pm. 
 
Paul Pesavento previously reported that he is working on a program on “Protecting the Assets of 
Special Needs Children.” 

 
E. Senior Shuttle Bus   

 
It was reported that the new shuttle bus broke down last week.  Andi French and Monika 
McMillen took over by using their own vehicles to pick up and drop off riders.  The problem was 
a brake line which was repaired under warranty at Rod Baker Ford.  Ms. French reported that one 
positive thing that came out of the mishap was that she and Ms. McMillen were able to experience 
first hand the conditions facing the drivers and the needs of the riders.  By interaction with the 
riders, whom she described as “incredibly gracious,” they determined that a “mall day” might be 
appreciated and have scheduled one for August 9th.  Supervisor Argoudelis praised Monika 
McMillen for her exemplary job in overseeing the dispatching and any other needs that arise with 
the riders. Flyers with information will be sent out in various mailings in order to make seniors 
aware of the service. 
 
The board agreed that a back-up plan is necessary if a breakdown should happen again.  Research 
will be done to determine if a loaner is available or would be paid for if non-routine warranty work 
has to be done.  Also it is possible for a rental bus to be hired.  
 
The shuttle bus is being parked in the township garage for the indefinite future as a temporary 
solution to the housing arrangement.   Supervisor Argoudelis, Highway Commissioner Reichert 
and Michael Lambert of Arris Architects will meet to go over recently proposed options for 
storing the bus and highway department equipment and also see what additional new solutions Mr. 
Lambert might offer. 
 
A “Daily Sheet” was distributed at this meeting in order to see how the usage of the bus is going.  
For the month of June (the first month in operation,) total income was $360.00, total miles were 
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1345, total riders were 103 and the fuel cost was $663.66.   It was noted that no wheelchair riders 
have used the service but the drivers are to be trained on strapping in these chairs for future needs.   
 
It was also noted that the township is getting calls for riders outside the township borders, such as 
Wheatland Township and the Village of Plainfield.  The Village had previously expressed an offer 
for the township to present its case in order to receive contributions towards this service. 

 
     F. Youth          No report 
 
VIII. ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 
 

A. Assessor     
 

Rick Martin showed the board a very large 2-piece wall-hung aerial photo board of the township.  
He felt that the board room might be the only big enough place to hang it.  After discussion, it was 
decided that it would be hung in the assessor’s area because it would cover up a wall plug and 
have to be off center in the board room. 
 

 Assessor Martin advised that he will be purchasing some replacement computer equipment from 
Dell and asked if he could obtain a township credit card for payment of these items stating that it 
is not acceptable to put over $1000.00 on his own credit card and wait for reimbursement.  
Supervisor Argoudelis suggested he contact and purchase the items through the township 
computer services company, RWK Design, as long as prices are competitive.  The bill would then 
go directly to the township.   

 
Assessor Martin asked that the budget be changed as amended to $211,000.00, not $209,000.00 on 
the assessor’s salaries line item.  Andi French said she has already advised him that this change 
will be done. 
 
Regarding the question of whether the Assessor’s proposed new bonus program is legal, 
Supervisor Argoudelis responded by advising that he has requested a written legal opinion from 
the township attorney but has not received it to date.   Mr. Martin explained that he has done away 
with the idea of bonuses for this year but would like the information for next year.  Supervisor 
Argoudelis pointed out that Mr. Martin gave the board new numbers for assessor employee 
salaries which incorporated the proposed bonuses into the salaries.    
 
Trustee McCafferty said he was speaking for the taxpayers whom he felt, “would not be keen on 
giving people a bonus to assess their homes.”   He suggested that if the employees’ good work 
generates a $3,000.00 bonus from the state for Mr. Martin, then he should share his $3,000.00 
bonus.     Mr. Martin said his $50,000.00 salary was reduced to $47,000.00 in anticipation of his 
earning the bonus.  He advised that out of 950 assessors in Illinois, only about 200 qualify for the 
bonus and it is really earned due to the work of the residential staff rather than his oversight.   
 
The question was also asked as to whether Mr. Martin will keep the employee salary raises next 
year and still consider giving a bonus on top of that, or take away the salary increase. Mr. Martin 
said it is off the table for this year. 
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B. Clerk  
 

Rosemary Pruss provided a copy of the resignation letter from the Tax Collector, Eric Nelson, to 
each of the board members. 
 
Regarding the Earth Day plantings in the township administration building flower beds which are 
scheduled for weeding, Ms. Pruss offered to assist with identifying the plants so that the service 
does not remove the plants with the weeds. 
 
Ms. Pruss also suggested expediency in interviewing for a new clerk in order to allow for some 
time for training. 
 

C. Highway Commissioner        Written Report 
 

The Commissioner’s report listed the activities performed during the past month.  These included 
performing garbage pickup, truck maintenance and repairs, blacktopping of pot holes, sign 
maintenance, branch pick-up, shoulder gravel, culvert replacement, mowing and weed control, 
ditching.         
 

D. Trustee Comments  
         

Ken McCafferty advised that a location has been selected for the recycling project dumpsters.  
They will be placed next to the existing dumpster.  Nothing new will have to be constructed and a 
fence could be considered at a later date.  The dumpsters are of a design that would limit what 
could be placed in them. 

        
 

E. APPROVAL OF BILLS 
 

Supervisor Argoudelis presented a bill that was not put on this month’s list.  The township’s 
maintenance agreement with RWK Design for computer maintenance began in September and was 
supposed to be billed three months in advance.   For some reason the billing was not generated at 
that time.  Presently, $360 per month is due for the months of April through September, plus some 
additional work which included transferring Sandi Smith to the Assessor Department.  It was the 
consensus of the board to pay this bill as presented. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis asked the board to notice that there are new bills for Senior Shuttle bus 
drivers a service which began on June 1, 2007.   Also there was a large summer payment to First 
Midwest Bank for the new building. 
 
A motion to authorize payment of the July 9, 2007 invoice from RWK Design in the amount 
of $3,069.74 was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call vote taken.   
Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 
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Total General Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund for in the amount of 
$108,816.81 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    
Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Total Road and Bridge  – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund for in the amount 
of $71,913.12 was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call vote 
taken.   Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
Total County Joint Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund in the 
amount of $370,566.34 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call 
vote taken.   Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion 
Carries. 

 
F. PUBLIC COMMENTS (Taken out of order during elected officials reports) 

 
Dennis Temko of 3106 Harris Drive attended the meeting in order to thank the board for all of the 
background work that was done over the past few years regarding flood abatement in his 
neighborhood.   He also mentioned the continuous attention that was paid to the plight of the 
residents and how the board always gave them consideration to come and speak and brought back 
new information to them.  He also wanted to thank the Highway Commissioner, Sam Reichert, for 
“coming out and doing exactly what he said he would do.  He did a perfect job.”   Mr. Temko said 
the residents did not have the money to pursue other solutions and he appreciated the help the 
township gave to these families.  

 
Anthony Skoien, a resident of Sunnyland Subdivision, came before the board to discuss the Bruce 
Road – Caton Farm Road Project and its impact on his subdivision and on Plainfield Township.  
This proposal, which links Caton Farm Road across the Des Plaines River to Bruce Road in 
Lockport, would divert the traffic from Gaylord Road through the middle of his subdivision.  The 
proposal creates two cul-de-sacs where Gaylord Road presently crosses Caton Farm and Route 30. 

 
Mr. Skoien presented the board with a packet of information including a letter of concern he wrote 
to the appropriate people involved in the above-mentioned project.  He said that he found out 
about the scope of the plan via television and that the homeowners were not previously informed.  
In this plan, Caton Farm Road would become a five-lane thoroughfare.  This was particularly 
upsetting to residents who felt they should have better informed. 
 
Traffic from Gaylord Road would be diverted through the Sunnyland Subdivision down Flower 
St.  Mr. Skoien felt that this would create a dangerous situation on the narrow streets for young 
children living in this residential area.    It would cut the subdivision in two.  Also, there would be 
no way out if there were an emergency and Route 30 was shut down because of an accident.  He 
felt this would set up a situation with a lot of “cut throughs” where heavy traffic could be speeding 
down all of the side streets “jockeying around in the subdivision.”  Mr. Skoien noted that there are 
a lot of new families with small children.  The plan would affect about 300 families and take out 
four to six homes for the newly proposed intersection. 

 
Mr. Skoien outlined the expense that would be involved for the township in maintaining the roads 
in Sunnyland which were last worked on in the 1980’s at a cost of $500,000.00.  This was done 
through grants and tax assessments at the time, but now Plainfield Township would have to pay 
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for the work. He asked for the township to write a letter of opinion on all the aspects of this 
matter. 
 
Supervisor Argoudelis asked if the “public comments” period had passed and if the notice was in a 
newspaper.   Supervisor Argoudelis commended Mr. Skoien for writing the letter and suggested 
he organize the neighbors to attend the county board meeting.  He suggested that Mr. Skoien sign 
up to speak at the meeting because a township letter would not have as much weight as a group of 
affected residents offering their opinions. 
 
Mr. Skoien advised the board that there is a meeting in August to accept the plan which has not 
yet been finalized.  He also stated that he has gotten responses from many of his letter’s recipients 
and they have showed an interest in hearing his concerns.   Supervisor Argoudelis stated that he 
would contact Sheldon Latz and put this item on the township’s August agenda for discussion and 
follow-up. 

 
XI. ADJOURNMENT - 

A motion to adjourn was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Voice vote 
taken. Motion carries.  Meeting of  July 11, 2007 was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 

 
____________________________________    
  Rosemary Pruss      Town Clerk  
 
 


