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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved July 11, 2007  
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on June 6, 2007. 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee  
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
Kim Sandstrom        Town Trustee 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Richard Martin        Assessor 
Sam Reichert         Highway Commissioner 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Andi French         Deputy Clerk 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Andi French acting as clerk; the following official business was 
transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of June 6, 2007 was called to order at 6:08 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Argoudelis – Present, Paul Pesavento – Present, Chuck Willard – 
Present, Ken McCafferty – Present, Kim Sandstrom - Absent. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  
 

A motion to amend the agenda to add letter J.  “JBSRA Summer Camp – Discussion” was 
made by Paul Pesavento, seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
A motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Paul 
Pesavento. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   
 

V. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT –  
 
A. Township Budget Discussion – 2nd Draft 

 
Discussion included the impact on the salaries line item in the Assessor’s budget regarding the 
assessor’s new “bonus policy” and also the raises that were given to the assessor’s employees 
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retroactive to April 1, 2007. (The board was advised in a letter dated April 25, 2007.)   Also, the 
board was advised today that a new employee was hired in the assessor’s department and this 
salary would have to be considered in the final budget.  Supervisor Argoudelis felt that “it is 
important to set the budget and pass the budget before we start hiring additional people.”  Assessor  
Rick Martin advised the board that Bryce Tewell’s position will be unfilled for up to six months 
and that his unspent salary would cover the new employee’s earnings.  Mr. Martin was asked and 
he advised that this new part time employee would also be eligible for a bonus.  Mr. Martin’s 
bonus plan allows that if his employees perform in a manner to allow him to qualify for his bonus 
from the state, then both full and part time employees in the assessor’s department will receive 
bonuses from the township budget.   Under his new plan, amounts of the bonuses would be $1000 
for those who are full- time and $500 for part time employees.   

 
More discussion ensued regarding the final budget amount that would be needed for assessor’s 
salaries.   The board asked how much the new employee would make and how much would be 
saved by the departure of Bryce Tewell.  Mr. Martin advised that whoever is chosen to take Mr. 
Tewell’s place would earn approximately 75% of Mr. Tewell’s current sala ry.   Mr. Martin 
pointed out that last year’s salaries appear lower than his current request because there were 
vacancies.  Supervisor Argoudelis asked if Mr. Martin has hired anyone else.  Mr. Martin said he 
would be hiring a part-time person to do Don Cowger’s work because Mr. Cowger is limited on 
how much income he wanted to have in a given year.  This new person would also be eligible for a 
bonus. When asked what Mr. Cowger would be doing, Mr. Martin replied, “Structural defects.”  
He explained that these inspections could reduce the valuation of a property.   
 
Trustees Willard and Pesavento stated that they would not agree to initiating a line item in the 
township budget for “bonuses” for any township employees.  Trustee Willard and Supervisor 
Argoudelis both said they did not know if the township had the authority to approve bonuses for 
any employees.   

 
Discussion continued as to what amount would be allocated for assessor department salaries.  Mr. 
Martin stated that he thought he had $240,000.00 to work with.  Mr. Martin stated that because the 
township is growing he will need more people.  He also stated that, “Prices are going up so people 
need an increase in salaries.   It should be 7 ½ % but I’m looking at a 5%.”  Supervisor Argoudelis 
pointed out that the total income amount was reduced by $60,000 during the period of budget draft 
discussion.  The total salaries for the assessor’s department already represent in excess of 25% of 
the entire township budget and the township now has a debt reduction to pay each year. Mr. 
Martin felt he needed $240,000.00 to cover possible future needs but stated, “Whatever you give 
me I will do my best.”   With all things considered, it was the consensus of the board to set the 
assessor’s salary line at $211,000.00. 

  
At the conclusion of discussion, changes were made to the following line items: 101530 Town 
Postage; 102500 Assessor Salaries; 102530 Assessor Postage.   

 
 
B. Road and Bridge Budget Discussion – 1st Draft 

 
After discussion, changes were made to the following line items: 303506 And 303510. 
 

C. Ordinance 07-01 – Township Budget 
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A motion to approve the Township Budget Ordinance 07-01 as amended was made by Paul 
Pesavento, seconded by Ken McCafferty. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   
 

D. Ordinance 07-02 – Road and Bridge Budget 
 

A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Ordinance 07-02 as amended was made by Ken 
McCafferty, seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries. 
 

E. Employee Issues – Discussion in Executive Session (Moved to end) 
 

A motion to approve an annual wage increase for the current Township Administrator at 
the current cost of living (3.3%) retroactive to April 1, 2007 on her Township salary was 
made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion 
Carries. 

 
F. Will County Land Use – Recycling Contract Update 

 
Solidifying a location for two 8-yard dumpsters is the next step. Monika McMillen and Andi 
French will ask the Forest Preserve for input. 

 
G. Shuttle Bus – Update 

 
Supervisor Argoudelis announced that the shuttle bus program was launched on June 1st.  To date 
things are running smoothly. Monika McMillen has been working very hard to ensure that the 
program runs as smoothly and efficiently as possible.  
 
Letters that were sent between Supervisor Argoudelis and Highway Commissioner Reichert were 
reviewed by the board.  These correspondences had to do with options for housing the new 
township shuttle bus inside the highway department building and constructing another area for 
cold storage.  
 
At this meeting, Mr. Reichert stated that he does not want to be involved in hooking up plows in 
the gravel or allowing bus drivers to have access to his area.  He said he would be moving out and 
finding another location for the highway department, indicating that the departments are separate.   
Supervisor Argoudelis stated that the departments are separate with their budgets but not with 
working for the township.  Supervisor Argoudelis said he believed that adding a cold storage area 
onto the salt shed or building an unheated building as opposed to building an expensive heated 
building would be a good responsible plan.   
 
Assessor Rick Martin questioned why the shuttle bus has to be here, pointing out that he 
personally has to start a cold car.   
 
Supervisor Argoudelis offered his pole building at no charge for the highway department to store 
out of season equipment until a new building could be constructed.  Mr. Reichert stated that he 
uses his plows in the summer so this is not a good option.   Mr. Reichert indicated that he 
interpreted that Supervisor Argoudelis asked him to move out in the letter.  He said he would put 
his stuff outside (so the shuttle could go inside.)  Supervisor Argoudelis stated that he does not 
want any township equipment stored outside.   
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Discussion turned to a question of why the highway department area is not bigger.  Former 
highway commissioner Tom Leonard stated that the extra bay on the highway department area 
was “taken off” the plan by Supervisor Argoudelis.   Supervisor Argoudelis stated that the layout 
was reconfigured because of flood plain issues and nothing was decided by the board without the 
involvement and consent of the highway department.  He also mentioned that Arris Architects 
stated that the highway department was aware of all changes.  Both highway commissioners stated 
that they were not allowed input to changes.  Supervisor Argoudelis again emphatically stated that 
no action was ever taken by the board without all parties being advised and included in the 
planning changes.   Trustee Paul Pesavento asked several times if a plan could be developed and 
if, “we could move on?”      Trustee Chuck Willard called a point of order in that the discussion 
had moved away from the agenda.    Supervisor Argoudelis again voiced his position that the 
erection of a township building with all the amenities needed to house a bus is not feasible due to 
the $100,000+ expense it would incur because other alternatives are available.      
 
A motion to take a ten minute recess was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Chuck 
Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries. 
 
A motion to reconvene the meeting was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken 
McCafferty. Voice vote taken. Motion carries. 
 
After returning from the break, Supervisor Argoudelis asked Commissioner Reichert if he would 
be able to get the bus housed in the garage tomorrow.  Mr. Reichert said he would but the 
township would have to get a key and a garage door opener, perhaps borrow one.  Supervisor 
Argoudelis said he would pursue these items.   
 
A request by the shuttle bus drivers to purchase a navigation system for the bus was brought to the 
board by Andi French.  After discussion, board members asked for specific information regarding 
price, features, etc. to be researched and brought back to the next meeting. 
 

H. Clerk’s Computer – Status  
 
Trustee Willard and Jeff Reiter, RWK Design, spoke about a solution which allows adding Vista 
Business which is compatible with Windows XP and the current server. The work will be at an 
additional cost of no more than $200. 
 
A motion to approve Jeff Reiter, RWK Design, to make the additional change to the 
computer at a cost of no more than $200.00 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Paul 
Pesavento.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, Chuck Willard – 
Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
I. New Township Building Issues 

 
a. Painters evaluation of peeling paint – Completed 
b. Leak in Highway Department area garage roof – Completed 
c. Heating maintenance contract 

Monika McMillen made several phone calls and received several bids for heating 
and A/C maintenance on building. A spreadsheet was presented with the quotes. 
After discussion, the board requested that representatives from two of the 
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companies be present at separate meetings in the future to answer any questions 
they may have before making a final decision. 
 

d. Extra tank for fuel  
To add an additional fuel tank would be $3,500+. In order to use the existing tank 
that the Highway Department uses, separate cards need to be purchased at $15 a 
piece. The card keeps track of who is using the gas and bills the appropriate 
department. There would be no way the shuttle bus driver could use a card and 
have it get billed to the Highway Department in error. The latter option will be 
explored further. In the meantime, a fleet account has been established with 
Thornton’s. Each driver has his own credit card that is billed directly to the 
township. 
 

e. Grounds maintenance, watering, weeding, trimming 
The condition of the grounds was discussed and a suggestion made to hire a 
professional landscape company to come in to weed, spread Preen, trench and 
spread a decent layer of mulch on all existing beds. After the fact, the current 
person hired to weed can maintain the grounds if interested. Bids will be gathered 
and a decision made. 
 
A motion to allow the Supervisor’s Office employees up to $4,000 to hire a   
professional landscaper to weed, trench, spread Preen and mulch was made 
by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.    Ken 
McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis 
- Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
J. JBSRA Summer Camp – Discussion 

 
Trustee Pesavento brought up the issue of security for the post care during the disabilities summer 
camp that will be held in the township building. Security will be needed for three hours which will 
cost $60 per day. The camp is able to pay for $40 or 2/3rds, but the township, if willing, would 
need to cover the additional 1/3rd. 

 
 

A motion to approve $20 per weekday up to $800 for security for summer camp was made by 
Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Roll call vote taken.  Ken McCafferty – Aye, 
Paul Pesavento – Aye, Chuck Willard – Aye, John Argoudelis - Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
A motion to take a five-minute recess was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken 
McCafferty. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries. 
 
A motion to reconvene the meeting was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken 
McCafferty. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries. 

 
       See Item E. 

 
A motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel issues was made by Ken 
McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries. 
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A motion to reconvene the meeting from Executive Session was made by Paul Pesavento and 
seconded by Chuck Willard. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries. 

 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

Supervisor Argoudelis announced he would not be attending the June 13th Regular Meeting and 
asked Trustee Pesavento to chair the meeting. 

 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT - 

A motion to adjourn was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Ken McCafferty.  Voice vote 
taken. Motion carries.  Meeting of June 6, 2007 was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 

 
 
 
____________________________________    . 
  Andi French      Deputy Clerk  


