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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
WILL COUNTY   ) S.S. Approved June 14, 2006 
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD ) 
 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES met at the Office of Town Clerk at 6:00 pm on May 10, 2006. 
 
PRESENT: 
John Argoudelis        Supervisor 
Paul Pesavento        Town Trustee 
Ken McCafferty        Town Trustee 
Kim Sandstrom        Town Trustee 
Chuck Willard         Town Trustee 
 
ABSENT: 
 
OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Rosemary Pruss        Town Clerk 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Richard Martin        Assessor 
Sam Reichert         Highway Commissioner 
 
John Argoudelis acting as chairman and Rosemary Pruss acting as clerk.  The following official business 
was transacted: 
 
I. Meeting of May 10, 2006 was called to order at 6:05 pm. 

 
II. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer 

Pledge of Allegiance and prayer were said.   
 

III. Roll Call for Quorum:  John Arguodelis – Present,  Paul Pesavento – Present,  Chuck Willard – 
Present,  Ken McCafferty – Present,  Kim Sandstrom, Present. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded by Kim Sandstrom. 
Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.   

 
V. Approval of minutes from previous meetings 

A motion to approve the minutes from April 12, 2006 was made by Ken McCafferty, seconded 
by Paul Pesavento. Voice vote taken.  Motion carries.  
  

VI. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT – 
 

A. American Cancer Society Relay for Life of Plainfield – Request for Donation 
 

Mary Domanus outlined the need for breast cancer research and the monetary and emotional 
contribution made by this community event.  Ms. Domanus asked that the township become a 
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“Friend of Relay Sponsor” which includes special recognition at the opening ceremony, in the 
newsletter and at the event. 
 
A motion to authorize a donation of $500.00 to the American Cancer Society as a “Friend of 
Relay Sponsor” was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Paul Pesavento. Roll call vote 
taken.  Ken McCafferty – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – 
Aye, John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

B. Police Chief’s Association of Will County –Request for Donation 
 

Sam Reichert made a request for $100 to be donated to the Police Chief’s Association of Will 
County, which supports causes such as the Special Olympics and Big Brothers/Sisters. 

 
A motion to authorize a donation of $100 to the Police Chief’s Association of Will County 
was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Paul Pesavento. Roll call vote taken. Chuck Willard 
– Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  John Argoudelis 
– Aye. Motion Carries. 
 

C. Township Employee Handbook – After discussion, it was decided that the trustees will review 
the assessor’s handbook and make recommendations to suit the specific conditions of employment 
for township employees.  A decision will be made regarding the issue of vacation at the next 
township meeting regardless of the status of completion of the handbook. 
 

D. Passport Execution Fee for employees and elected officials – It was decided that this fee cannot 
be waived for elected officials at this time.  This benefit would have to be included in a future 
compensation agreement which is decided upon in the year prior to each election.  However, for 
non-elected township employees, it was decided to waive the $30.00 fee collected by the township 
for acceptance of a passport application.  This benefit will apply to the individual employee only. 

 
A motion to waive the $30 passport acceptance fee for non-elected township employees was 
made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty. Roll call vote taken. Paul Pesavento – 
Aye,  Kim Sandstrom – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye,  John Argoudelis – 
Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
E. Senior Shuttle Bus – Discussion regarding purchase 

 
Discussion included the need to arrange for the receptionist to be the dispatcher or utilize an 
outside service to assist with some or all the aspects of this program. 

 
A motion to accept the bid dated April 12, 2006, from Midwest Transport Equipment, Inc. of 
Kankakee, IL, in the amount of $46,982.00 plus $130.00 license, title and documentation fees, 
for purchase of a new 15-passenger shuttle bus was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by 
Ken McCafferty. Roll call vote taken. Paul Pesavento – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken 
McCafferty – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye,  John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
F. Garden Plots – Discussion 

Delivery of free black dirt continues to be linked to the construction schedule of the company 
providing the dirt and the amount of rain water settled on the garden area.    Sam Reichert plans to 
spread the dirt as much as possible with a rubber-tired loader as soon as the dirt can be delivered.  
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Residents are awaiting completion of these preparatory steps in order to be assigned a plot and 
begin planting. 

 
G. Harris Drive – Update 

 
Supervisor Argoudelis is planning a meeting with John Mezera, Joliet City Manager, to discuss 
Joliet’s contribution in correcting the drainage problem on Harris Drive.   

 
H. New Township Building Issues –   
 

Supervisor Argoudelis reported that unresolved issues include grass cutting, alarm activation and 
how the Will County Forest Preserve will access the entrance to their new building.  The issue of 
access will have to be addressed in a way that does not cause a security problem for the Township 
Highway Department. 

 
 The alarm system will be activated with a new code on June 1, 2006. 
 

The Forest Preserve has stated that they are responsible for the landscaping for the first year.  They 
will also give the township a bid for mowing.  The only bid received to date is for $350.00.  Two 
additional bids are expected.  Funds need to be approved tonight up to a certain amount for one 
mowing. 
 
A motion to authorize up to $450.00 for a one-time cutting of the grass at the township 
administration building prior to June 7, 2006 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by 
Ken McCafferty. Roll call vote taken. Chuck Willard – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye, Kim 
Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye,    John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 

 
I. Budget – Public Hearing – The budget will be passed at the public hearing on June 7, 2006 

unless an issue delays its passage until the June 14th regular board meeting. 
 

Regarding the assessor’s budget, issues discussed tonight included computer services, health 
insurance and salaries.  The issue of salaries had the most discussion.  Mr. Martin requested more 
money for assessor’s department salaries than was presented on the draft of the budget.    From the 
last budget workshop, a consensus on the amounts were $211,000.00 for salaries plus $13,000 to 
make up the extraordinary vacation deficit for exiting employees.  Mr. Martin was not present at 
that meeting.  A discussion of the benefits of part-time versus full-time employees, working in the 
office versus out of the office, productivity of the present staff, level of training and licensing of 
the present and future staff, last year’s salary spending being beyond the budget, and increased 
home-building was discussed.   Supervisor Argoudelis pointed out that the assessor’s office must 
now be run in a manner that stays within the budget, whatever amount is approved. Mr. Martin 
pointed out that continued home building requires increased work by his department. 
 
Trustee Pesavento commented that the township does not have the funds to make large increases 
in salaries particularly due to the purchase of the senior shuttle bus and the increased, on-going 
expenses associated with the new building.  Trustee Willard felt that micro-managing the 
assessor’s department is not a good idea.  Supervisor Argoudelis acknowledged that the assessor’s 
office will need to grow, but maintained that analyzing the part-time/full-time/extra hours issue 
along with the experience level of new hires is a valid exercise, particularly because hours of part-
time employees can be cut back if there is a lack of funds and also because they do not require 
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IMRF or medical insurance.  Trustee McCafferty had a concern with the productivity of the 
current employees and the amount of certain raises.   
 
After discussion, it was the consensus of the board tonight that the following amounts should be 
included in the budget for the assessor’s department: 
$221,000.00 in salaries plus $13,000 vacation payoff 
$8,000.00 in insurance line (includes current employees, but not a new full-time employee) 
$3,000.00 in computer consultant (for outside consultants only) 
$6,000.00 in office supplies 
$4,000.00 in equipment/software   
 

VII. REPORTS 
 

A. Senior Coordinator – Summer programs for seniors include bunco, exercise, a senior safety 
fair, daytrips, and a savings bond workshop.   The annual picnic will be held on June 7, 2006 at 
11:45 at the Village Green.  Reservations can be made by calling 439-7943.  “File of Life 
Folders” should be available at the picnic.  Triad is starting a cell-phone program whereby 
used phones can be reprogrammed for seniors to call 911.  

 
B. Disabilities –   Paul Pesavento reported that there will be two swimming parties for disabled 

children, June 25 and July 30, 2006.  The park district published a very nice announcement.   
 
C.  Emergency Management Coordinator  - Chuck Willard asked that all board members have 

their emergency phones programmed.     
 

D. “Plainfield Township Presents”  -  Ken McCafferty reported that the program currently going 
on in the Meeting Room is “Rid Yourself of Fad Diets.”  This is the last program until fall.   

 
      E.  Youth         No Report 

 
VIII. ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS 
 

A. Assessor –The computers have been down for three weeks with server and networking 
problems. 

 
B. Clerk – Rosemary Pruss reported that the recent Conservation Plainfield (formerly Habitat 

Plainfield) meeting focused on educating homeowners of the benefits of native plantings and 
also related in-school projects.  Two issues pertaining to the township include representation 
on the CP board and monetary or in-kind assistance from the township.  
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Township representation was previously handled as an organization. Conservation Plainfield is 
now requiring two permanent voting board members from each organization.    The difference 
between the township and the other organizations is that most other members attend meetings 
during their usual employment hours. The township’s part-time officials have other 
employment and time constraints.  Supervisor Argoudelis suggested a committee 
representation approach.  The trustees are supportive of a committee approach and willing to 
“take turns” attending meetings and report back to Ms. Pruss.  Another suggestion was to 
recruit an interested township resident or township employee who could become a more 
regular representative of the township at the CP meetings. 
 
A suggestion was made at the CP meeting for the township to sponsor a hazardous waste 
event.  Township board members felt that this location is not suitable and the liability and 
expertise needed would be more than the township could provide.  The board felt that the 
township would like to sponsor some other event.  

 
After discussion, the following items were listed for the next CP meeting:  
• Can we be a member as an organization/committee basis? 
• Immediately offer the township newsletter and website to assist CP 
• Offer the Meeting Room 
• Obtain a list of possibilities to see what would be most suitable, and sponsor an event. 

 
Ms. Pruss also reported that she and the receptionist, Sandi Smith, are currently offering  
passports acceptance and that this service brings in revenue for the township. 

 
C. Highway Commissioner        

The highway commissioner reported that he replaced all the bad curbing in Christine 
Subdivision.  Mr. Reichert also reported that there may be another flood issue because Joliet 
has approved another subdivision at Interstate 55 and Caton Farm Road.  Plainfield police may 
be called upon to police overweight trucks illegally using the one lane bridge on Renwick 
Road.  
 
Over the past month, the Highway Department has been picking up garbage, cleaning catch 
basins, performing snow equipment and truck maintenance, repairing and replacing signs, 
grading of shoulder gravel, branch trimming, curb replacement and road repairs. 

 
D.  Tax Collector        No report 
 

E.   Trustees          No reports 
 
IX.  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 
Town Fund – A motion to approve the Town Fund in the amount of $61,918.66 was made by 
Chuck Willard and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call vote taken.   Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul 
Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  John Argoudelis – Aye. 
Motion Carries. 

 
Town Insurance Fund – A motion to approve the Town Insurance Fund in the amount of 
$19,166.00 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Chuck Willard.  Roll call vote taken.   
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Chuck Willard – Aye,  Paul Pesavento – Aye,  Kim Sandstrom – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  
John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
Road and Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Fund in the amount of 
$26,851.81 was made by Ken McCafferty and seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Roll call vote taken.    
Paul Pesavento – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye,  Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye, 
John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
County Joint Bridge Fund – A motion to approve the County Joint Bridge Fund  in the 
amount of $25,810.50 was made by Chuck Willard and seconded by Ken McCafferty. Roll call 
vote taken.  Chuck Willard – Aye, Paul Pesavento – Aye, Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty 
– Aye, John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
Road Insurance Fund – A motion to approve the Road and Bridge Insurance Fund in the 
amount of $28,749.00 was made by Paul Pesavento and seconded by Ken McCafferty. Roll call 
vote taken.  Kim Sandstrom – Aye, Ken McCafferty – Aye,  Chuck Willard – Aye,  Paul 
Pesavento – Aye,  John Argoudelis – Aye. Motion Carries. 
 
 

X.         PUBLIC COMMENTS   
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Chuck Willard, seconded by Paul Pesavento.  Voice vote 
taken. Motion carries.  Meeting of May 10, 2006 was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
 
____________________________________     
  Rosemary Pruss      Town Clerk 


